The Kanager
The Pocahontas Tanning Co-

Frank, W. Va.

Dear Sir:
For inclusion in the West virginia &
. Guide, being prepared by the FEGB?&IJ
would like the following information.

Comparatively speakin%o how
ning com any? One O our 1
thet it is the largest in

workers are employeG?

"hat is manufactured? If raw mé
and for what are they used? Al -
in the plant readily available in t
or must they be imported?

Ts thic a West Virginia concern or is
by outsidelinterests? B,

tre visitors allowed to go through the

that fectors led to the location o
in this comparatively isolated neig

Iz the town of Irank company ovncd? Are
vorkers' homee compuny owned?

A section of the vest Virgiria Guide will consist
tours, one of them being a tour of US 250. Tt
Tenning Compeny, ceing a large plant and sit
where there are no other manufacturies, deser
c;::i:: 1€;e§:at. For this reason we naturally
n accurate and wil te any |

you can let us have, . appreehw X

Lincerely yours,

I

 Assfetant Stete Eoitor

Y ‘:",T-"T e Y




Miss Margaret C. Williamson, Ass't. State Editor,

Macam:-

L/

M_

Rambar BTation, Teure

Awimican Exrninn o'nnt:rpbnu:z?n
FoCampuTAS Counry, W, va, .

C. & O, ano W. Mp, Maiiware

We acknowledge receipt of your letter of 8lst, ult., and wo
answer your questions as follows;- 3

T Goés not give us defWinite information om thi

TANNERS

POSTOFFIcE: FRANk. ("E80R%7"") W. VA. Sept. Bth

Charleston, West Va.

The Durbin Tannery of the Poczhontas Tanning
the second largest tannery in the U. S. A.,;

space and production, devoted entirely to
sole leather. Recent enlargements of compe

this time. .
Manufactured products are SOLE LEATHER for the pu
building new shoes. By-products are lﬁ d Catt:

used in floor coverings, insulation felts and many
of felt padding. Glue btofk us=4 for the manufactur
glues and also greases.

Raw Hides are obtain®d from the Packing Ce

South America, Mexico, Austraiia ane Europ

Tarning Materials are procured in USA; |

Africa, Philippine Islands, TurI?y and 1

Hemlock and Ozk barks from the West VIrg
"= N

The Pocahontas Tanning Co., is a West Vi
with Main Office at Main and 24th Sth;

Due to the tanning processes reguir
surroundings wet, visitors are not
we do allow Partial visition of pla
and By-products.

The plant was located at Frank, West
close-up supply of large guantities
which supplies are now largely eXk

=9

Frank, West Va., 1s an unincorpor
Greenbank, District. It is partly
many privately ownes residences. It
houses are well maintained and the's
pride. Located on US Route 250, ¥

—

Trusting this 14 the 1nfniL°
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TANNING.

— 8
nerics of various ts optrating ein.
pPocshontas County has hed ten e "' 3
' Bt the
ce the first gecttlers came€ htre,fhe Union.'mmmg Company optrating in
v erat 1901,
reecnbri€er alley und€r the gre€nbri€r Tenn€éry bégan optration about 1301,

G
x they op€rated continuously watid wj i
their main office vae in Yew Yor | Jl
1927 when the€ original plant ourn€d,how€ver a new and up-to-dete m.ﬂ “i
27 w . :

n the ;riginal site,but it failed to operate and was 14l from | _
1

built upo
H

until I94I.

zoth tanberk gnd extract wes used from OI to 28 when it was runn-
2 nberk,

et
ing at capacity,and the gaily cepacity et that time wes ebout €00 hides and
3 e ———

150 men both ekilled and wnekilled with an

at that time they employe€d about

epproxizete pay-roll of § 120,000 per year.This tanne€xry had a reput
producing a very fine grade of leather which was known by the
*Greenbrier®, and wes in great deémand by the leatheér ind

————

ezgtern part of the U 8.The finigheéd product vae shipped
foston,lzgsachus€tis.
The gencral manager wes S.E Hench ,and today & pi

is mnde up of the Tannery row houses most all of them ere al
€r River vank on the eastern bank,thie tannery contr
orth 152 dfvelopenent of Yarlinton end the sm

. 2011 =ms sbout [ 105000 Rp—

| waa _;_
: - T R L
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teidec ptople to move in,thig wunde a merket that in turn caused meny stor-
ute

f

+o0 be built to supply the necds of the tannéry workeérs and their families
€s to

e 40 to 50 dwelling hous€e were built by the Union Tanning %_-

N

sonm

This plant wae idle until the spring of LI when 1t was bought by
the International Sho€ Company of St.louis Nissouri and is run under the
i s : ‘-‘-'"'"--_._4--""

-__._...____._____'____,__..——--'——"--—'—-—

firm name of Nerlinton Tennéry of International Shoe€ Co.of St.louls MoO. they

e . o e s s e ¥

hevins a contract with the federal governmént to supply them with several
. o L=

e e

thousand pairs of ghoe€s,and at the present tim€ theéy are employing from 120

i ==

to I30 men and will hire mor€é as they gét production started,the present pay
roll runs about §I0,000 monthly.This pay-roll helps greatly and when the ta
ne€ry whistle blew for the first time in I2 years the people of ‘rm‘mm

Surrounding countrysideé weére joyous because they k¥new Marlinton

hav
{

B

€ & pay-roll vhich is boosting the local markets.

-

Focahontas County has esnotheér tann €ry located .mg

»

22roin it runs under the name of Pocahontas Tanning Co. end v
-_——_-‘“—"—M

1904 oy J.C Hoffman Sr.and J.G Hoffman Jr.J.G Hoffman 3rd and

gll of



.

GOLXIRCE & INIUSTRY SAMUFL & Si

IR H*usscao....ﬂ.pomnosns oo, .l

net &T€ occupied by ompleyees of the Poczhontag Tannery the oregent mﬂ.

of taploy¢€s is 300 and the average monthly peyroll ig £35,000.

Theé general lansger ang Sup't of production ie E.X Tidnéy agsigt_

ent sup'ts V. Hoover end H.J Widney,Cheémist Arthus ¥ Kay,Chief Inginecer

C.F Carlson-Accountant T .F Groff azssisteg by X.¥ Srown.The preésident of the

company is J.G Hoffmen 3rd he is also treasurer,f.G Howes Vice pres.EF Sea

abright secretary and ass't treasurer,

This tannery has a daily capacity of 3000 sides of gole leather

‘-*__h*_-

|
which is shipp€d hecre from SOuth Am (rica.,Aastralia.,Hew Ze€land,Canada and Mex-
P T — -M—NH |

R R

ico besides that

vhich is shipped from the meny pea clginE cénters of the U.8.A.

e ———

The entire output of this tanneéry is made into gole leather which ig mede

cattle higeg onlyy that is shi ipp€d to allhﬂav;macturing cénters mhﬁg
“A€ U.S.A besides some ig shipp€d abroad to be us€d there,
Theés€e two tanneries not only furnish cmployment to 8’8?"
ar€d of Poczhontag County men but this tanning inguetry locateq .
furnieh 2 rarret fop th€ surplue commodoties of both Fdray ang G
*Ticte znd have contributeg ET€atly to the growth of the two ae”
SUDEY as § _":_:i_";"_*’j.__a:f?}ﬂ_i_('ig a f&l‘m.ililé s€ction to a towm of
8tion thisg ree Téent more |

Broue. Ttres cr

e sozty

e
iy
]
e
-
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(3 - T e R SR U HillgborOa.::o\,‘

«Pocrhontes go
~ap¢ 00 far started an tee Co,

d not juet elone the poople of Pocahontas se ﬁlll'

ann€¢ri€e bave hilped keep our

uch nceded reil rosds Cptrating within our

Dt —

porders,from the taxes paid by the emplopees new roads and echools have been

¢ bullt end maintained,vwhich hes contributed greatly to the growth of the county
b ae our good roads end our beautiful Bcén€éry has induc€d many tourists to travel
through our county and state€ and théy spénd ruch mone€y at diff exrent centerg

in the¢ county. -
L VBN -

/ " ' So be it said that tanneries were starte€d in Pocahontas Gaun$§ §¥i§h€£
J T

! first settlers and arc still opeérating within our bordeérs today. B e

Information-Celvin 7 Priceé.Marlinton.%W.Va. ’ =

H.¥ Widnéy.Frank.7.Va. Mo

W.7a.G€ologicel Survey.By Paul H Price,
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Tanneries.
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B ek Thedar O ...._1‘1.51 G Smith Date Research Talen A/_ILLJ_]_:S_.;_G_L]J_

Iypist Szmuel G Smith _ Date Typed LU/I8/UT

Source Pocahontas Times. ¥arlinton. Date Filed /" ~
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R 1641
RECEIVE)
G8ral Writers projact
(N, 2
W,

| CN.. Lss




: .t;‘oc And Industry.Samuel G Smith.Hilleboro.%.Va.Pocahontas County.

The first tennery or old time Tan Yard of much size was

—_—

mes Smith who came to Pocahontas County from the state of Virginia and near

Staunton,he having learmmed the tanners trade there and set out across the Alle.

-

' §heny mountain for a country suitable for the location of a tannery the site

' R€ chose was along the Seneca Indian trail and later beceme known as ¥ 1lpsint

4 —_—
%83 1t was at this point that he stopped rigged up a com mill and e Ten vard

this ras abvout Is2p to0° 30 end the tar;ne'ry was loceted between Sta.nping’ 052&

S2d the foot of the hill near the C.¥ allace Teeldence and it was here that

James Smith put info practice what he hed learned in Va.as he had learned the

Bouse,the bug lding is a cement block structure with concrete va:

L d - - i - - -
finiahed leather 44 between 350 angd 450 hides a y€éar some of whi
TASD 8¢ 2air on =hile the

T€st are made into leather of one ..,.--'--

ey

M Boet of the deer hige, &T¢ Dought by craftsman who make

M S0Re of them are saae iato lenther Jackety ﬁt m



ot And Indul;;r.samul G Smith F
prefer the slow pmoun -am
a local product as in! “

'.-‘oodl as they

hide and somé€ longer, theé bark us€éd is

a crude g:ind:l.ng um& h

- At

k bark that is dried and ground in
py his grendfather the late Iscac &

ing parts of an old grinder used

had a tan yard on the greenbrier River between Tatoga end the mout

'
: ———

mith after he left Mill

Creek,this yard was built by Jame€s S

James Smith h&d 5 boys of these 3 were tannérs Isaac jtl

¥i1liam vas a harness and saddle meker and Pleas was a doctor,Isaac

at his fathers yard on the river,Jacob had a tan yard at Edray end

& tan yard on his ferm in the glade pasture néar his résidence no

E.P ZFranmer. ! P

Yost of the leather tanned by the Smiths was €ither m

E S athez RIi-1

el ‘
Stwhere in the state by shoemakers and harness makers
1' JJJ .*___-___.-!"""" - -
¥ ¢ Another tan yard of notice was built and run by the '

rry and Fliis )
. 18 UcCarty of the Levels District it was built on th

s senll at =
féax that finally sank into the mountain near the po

o8 the roand leading to = .'
“fard and Denzar the Curry
= — farm is now ¢

- ! 4
m__ 88 & ehoemakey by trade therefore ) |$ e

A __‘I
-J"".-. A

By sakiag it 15t0 shoeg and eelling 'Ilt

: p',
: -‘ 50N for his iy 3
¥ b .“‘ “' a u n .._' - o ) i




4 Tenneries— _  PREE 2=
PormeTce And Industry Samuel G Smita SI2SCTHEE

into harnase and repai?t =ork on shoe€s ha

eted in the 80s and carly 9Cs.

often times the vets were visited when the leather

to be worked end finished these visitors always T e T R

they could find,the tenner would miss his leather but very seldoxm

is always took place at night this got to be a regula;

k]

went as th

me of these tan yards to cecas€ operation nm

no doubt causéd e0

=
were 1;1 .Little Levels District but the on€ op€rated by WMﬂ
\ -:JD The first tannery or old time tan Va=d of any size in the
A
\

the county was near Greenbank where first class upper and sole€lea
by Charles P Brown this was about IS50 he operated here for a time
e it W I, -.;;_-_

out and moved over on North Fork and locatéd another tanneéry i

kept in operation until about IS70 when he guit the tanners

W‘fﬁe rést of his life,his old homestead is now o

and son ‘alter Srown.

Shortly after this tann €ry went out of business Geo

2 tan yard in the town of Greenbank he operated here for a ti

| Iattle Luvel
i" ¢ District not far from Killsboro and

#B¢ ont £t Sreembenk to his Lrother Jas.y PR

T gy

Meked leather in choes ang harnegg,
= O AN




T — S B —— s S S ————— N —

larceést old time tannery that was in the county &t that timc.At this tan-
he 4aly

they turn€d out several hundred finiehed sides of leather that they usea
nery

-

ver busineéss was at high tide at this time,some of these harnese are still
’?

in use by farmeérs around Greenbank gs they were the best ofharness made from

the best of leather.

This tannery was on the S.J Sutton farm on North Fork who Bettled here

b
:
1
1

| &bout IS70 and was part of the Godlip Hartmen tract granted to him in ISO4 |
.. :
for & suger cemp this Sutton homéstead is now owned by the heéirs of the late

e
=

1 up to date and mod

¢Tn tanneéry is now operated by Kerth Snydﬁrm

™S =
Teseiel 02 Duncans Run

FUSE O The leather but a greater part is used by him in harness and x
WEE Somever he docg 1otg of custom work tanning for half of the 1
PEIRIT usling hig part Tor repair work to his harness ang any other I :
» 4l
S ot o 2 Ior legther . .

ferm o8 the leath ep trined by Benton &
SAAlpolat and Lore JAIT et Greendbank has wore 1life and will
e —

MMetier 1

- 97 the Quick yToctae and .hippea in to t}

R SFeuble 15 e1e1ng hideg ¢

et have been properly ki

B this tans |



.ommt;cf & Induetry.S.0.8 Focanhontae Co. Fage 5 ery- e

Jed and finished mnkes o beautiful rug or cheir back end cushion or for
4 _
.ne car stat Eenton Swith speécializeés in tenned Sheep hides these he sells
+o the tourist trade from this stat€ end nany others from coast to coast

algso Deer and Beéar hides tanned with the hair on are bought by the traveling

motorist as Benton runs a filling station elong with his tennery and his tan-

.

aing has attracted the tourist XXX passing through W.TVa.and Pocahontas Coun-

-
b- !:--;

24 in this way he has a market for his products as he not only s€lls leath-

]

b

'? er but makes fancy belts that are bought by the traveling public.

L \ =enton Smith ie one of the first eénrolled membérs in the Associated
i .
s creftemen of W.72.a nerly organized guild of native craftsmén whos€ handwork has
|
I
=
b charecter and integrity,the associetion hopeés to provideé bett€r hide€s and €o
I' A
k \cTrezte 2 better outlet for his products. i
ks 4
3 Th€ modeérn tannery or tan yard plays a very important part in the

1l

FOrk himgelf thereby saving a considerable sum end keeps the mon €y
‘¢ Lom¢ industry in which tanning is an important one. Thus

7 yerd to the more modérn ones of today.

Isformation. Focshontas Timee iseue Oct.3I/4O

L
s |

O%n.A TO0VEe lfo::a?.o

tnton tem

S0, 01100040t .0 .Y,




e —————— 5 was

' - oo Nelle Y. liclaughlin, s |
. i 4 Varlinwon, w. Va. |
_ yaroh 5, 1940 A

n 4 - Part a.

Chapter 4- Section 2

Tanning was quite an industry from the time of the

first pioneer Great skill was attained by the pioneer in
Irs ®

curineg the skins so as 10O make them soft and pliable, that
S

they might be used in making different items of clothing,

such as pants, caps, moccasins, and many other thinsl:

he first tannery or tan yord operated by the people of

the Greenbank Community was on land in the possession of

Jacob Rembeaugh, which was prior to 1800. The old tanner's

name was Taber. le was a hatter by trade - made fur ceps,
moccasins, and buck skin pents. His tanning vats were
large troughs, &nd a certain kind of bark, roots and herbs

were used in dressing the hides, which accounts for his
locating so far in the mountains.

The first tennery or old time tan yard of any con=

18cy

.
- g -

(4

nce where first class upper e&nd sole leather was man-
" L B

ufectured was owned and operated by Charles P. Brown, ihﬂ_;:

purchased the James Townsend patent of eightyboight-dquggf__"
from Jemes B. Campbell in the year of 1850, and ern@

1
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890Gt slx yesrs when he sold out and moved across on Nop

L
5
L

sfiere he located another tannery. his was ‘i:;
east end of the Solomom Conred lands. This tann
“ept funning until about 1870, when he quit the
Pede 524 followed the stone meson's trede, for
9f Bis life. He umilt foundstions and stone

evers .". ':(1-4-4-..“’. _'*-‘ k.

~BOUt the year loee, 8. J.




and O. W. Ruckman formed & partnership under the name swtm'

Ruokman and Company, &nd erected the largest old time tan-
nery in the LOuuvj. At this tannery several hundred hides “‘:"i'u..
would be tanned dressed and finished into first class Hﬂiﬁnii; i?J%ﬁ;
and upper leather each year for & period of about t!.nggngim;;";?f:?_
years. In connection with the tannery, they made shoes m f}

heavy logging harness for the lumber companies. This

tannery was on the lands of S. J. Sutton.



